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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: a 

1 . A communication method of/ transmitting and 
receiving command data for controlling a device 
connected to a communication line/ by selecting an 
arbitrary one of a plurality of different communication 
systems, wherein / 

at least some of a plurality of command data of 
each of said different communication systems are used 
in all of said communication systems. 

2. A method according to /claim 1, wherein said 
different communication systems include a communication 
system based on an IEEE1394 standard. 

3. A method according tp "claim 1, wherein said 
different communication systems incite a communication 
system based on an RS-232C standard. 

4. A method according /to claim 1, wherein said 
different communication systems include a communication 
system based on an RS-422 standard. 

5. A method according to claim 1, wherein said 
different communication systems include a communication 
system based on a USB st^idard. 



6 . A communication method of transmitting and 
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receiving command data for controlling a device 
connected to a communication line by selecting an 
arbitrary one of a plurality of pifferent communication 
systems and, on the basis of the received command data, 
generating control data for a device connected to said 
communication line, wherein 

at least some of a plurality of command data 
generated by each of said different communication 
systems are used in all of said communication systems. 

7. A method according t^ claim 6, wherein said 
different communication sy6te!md include a communication 
system based on an IEEE1394 Standard, 



8. A method according 
different communication systems 
system based on an RS-232C standard. 



o claim 6, wherein said 

include a communication 



9. A method according /to claim 6, wherein said 
20 different communication systems include a communication 
system based on an RS-422 standard. 
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10. A method according to claim 6, wherein said 
different communication systems include a communication 
system based on a USB standard. 
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communication apparatus comprising : 
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a) a plurality of communi/cating means provided in 
a one-to-one correspondence with a plurality of 
different communication systems to transmit and receive 
command data for controlling/ a device connected to a 
communication line; and 

b) decoding means for /decoding the command data 
received by said plurality/ of communicating means and 
controlling a device connected to said communication 
line, 

wherein said decoding means generates common 
control data for command/ data received by said 
plurality of communicating means by respective 
communication systems t/hereof and having the same 
function. 



12. An apparatus according to claim 11, wherein 
said decoding means conrorises storage means for 
storing, in advance, the control data for controlling a 
device connected to said ccpnmunication line, and 
address generating means fi>r generating an address in 
said storage means storing the control data, in 
accordance with the convrfiaificj data received by said 
plurality of communicdLtirrl&Vnieans^ and 

said address generating means generates the same 
address in said storage means for the command data 
received by said plural dity of communicating means by 
respective communication systems thereof and having the 
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13. An apparatus according to claim 11, wherein 
the command data received/lg^ said plurality of 
communicating means by rfe^pefctive Jcommunication systems 
thereof and having the game^^Hlction use the same code 
data. 



An apparatus according to claim 11, wherein 



1Q^- "said plurality of communicating means include 

communicating means based on/ an IEEE1394 standard. 
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15. An apparatus according to claim 14, wherein 
said plurality of communicating means include 

15 communicating means based ©n an RS-232C standard. 

16. An apparatus according to claim 14, wherein 
said plurality of communicating means include 
communicating means basep on an RS-422 standard. 

20 

17. An apparatus according to claim 14, wherein 
said plurality of communicating means include 
communicating means biased on a USB standard. 

25 18. A communication Apparatus comprising: 

a) a plurality of (^pjnmunicating means provided in 
a one-to-one correspoi/cj^nce ydth a plurality of 
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different: communication systems "to transmit and receive 
command data for controlling a/ device connected to a 
communication line; and 

b ) supply means for suppliying the command data to 
said plurality of communicatinjg means, 



a plurality of command 
means, of each of said 



wherein at least some of 
data, supplied by said supply 

different communication systems are used in all of said 
communication systems . 

19. An apparatus according to claim 18, wherein 



said plurality of communicat 
communicating means based on 



ijng means include 
an IEEE1394 standard. 



20. An apparatus accord 
said plurality of communie^ti 
communicating means based o 



ng to claim 19, wherein 
Lft Q me ajis include 
an RS-232C standard. 



21. An apparatus according to claim 19, wherein 
said plurality of communicating means include 
communicating means based on an RS-422 standard. 



22. An apparatus according to claim 19, wherein 
said plurality of communicating means include 



communicating means based 



Dn a USB standard- 



23. A communication apparatus comprising 
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a) a plurality of commu licating means provided in 
a one-to-one correspondence with a plurality of 
different communication systpms to transmit and receive 
command data for controlling a device connected to a 
communication line; and 

b) decoding means for dfecoding the command data 
received by said plurality of communicating means and 
controlling a device connected to said communication 
line, 

wherein said plurality cbf communicating means 
comprise at least first commvjinicating means capable of 
transmitting and receiving N 
communicating means capable 
receiving M command data, >and 
command data are included in/ the N 



command data and second 
transmitting and 

least some of the M 
mmand data . 
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24. An apparatus according to claim 23, wherein 
said plurality of communicating means include 
communicating means based on an IEEE1394 standard. 

25. An apparatus according to claim 24, wherein 
said plurality of communicating means include 
communicating means based on an RS-232C standard. 



25 26. An apparatus according to claim 24, wherein 

said plurality of communicating means include 
communicating means based op an RS-422 standard. 
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27. An apparatus according to claim 24, wherein 
said plurality of conmiitfr^catjjng means include 
communicating means bn$jkcL* j &n a USB standard- 




A communication apparatus comprising: 
rst communicating merans for performing data 
communication in accordance vyith a first communication 
system; 

b) second communicating means for performing data 
communication in accordance with a second communication 
system different from said first communication system; 

c) first detecting means for detecting a 
connection state of saig first communicating means with 
respect to a communication line; and 

d) control means 1£ot controlling switching between 
said first and seconcy communicating means in accordance 
with an output from said first detecting means. 



29. An apparatus according to claim 28, wherein 
20 said first communicating means comprises power supply 
means for supplying power. 
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30. An apparatus ^bcjb^ding to claim 29, wherein 
said first detecting nl^rfts detepts the connection state 
of said first communicating means by measuring a power 
supply voltage of said power supply means , 
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31. An apparatus according to claim 30, wherein 
said first detecting mefans measures the power supply 
voltage of said powe^7yslipply means at predetermined 
time intervals and/de/fcectsythe connection state of said 
first communicating /means in accordance with the 
measurement result . 

32>-^An apparatus according to claim 28, wherein 
plurality of communicating means include 
communicating means based on /an IEEE1394 standard. 

33. An apparatus according to claim 32, wherein 
said plurality of communicating means include 
communicating means based /on an RS-232C standard, 

34. An apparatus according to claim 32, wherein 
said plurality of communicating means include 
communicating means ba^ed on an RS-422 standard. 



20 35. An apparatus according to claim 32, wherein 

said plurality of communicating means include 
communicating means based on a USB standard. 



36. An apparatus according to claim 32, wherein 
25 said second communicating means performs a differential 
operation. 
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37. An apparatus according to claim 28, further 
comprising: 

second detecting means tor detecting a connection 
state of said second communi/cating means with respect 
to a communication line, 

wherein said control m^ans controls switching 
between said first and secojnd communicating means in 
accordance with an output tirom said first detecting 
means or an output from said second detecting means. 
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An apparatus according to claim 37, wherein 



said second communicating ipeans comprises power supply 
means for supplying power. 

ding to claim 38, wherein 

ects the connection 
Lcating means by measuring a 
sa|id power supply means . 




39 . An apparatus 
said second detecting ftr&ari 
state of said second commufrii 
power supply voltage of 
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40. An apparatus according to claim 39, wherein 
said second detecting means measures the power supply 
voltage of said power supply means at predetermined 
time intervals and detects the connection state of said 
second communicating meaps in accordance with the 
measurement result . 



41. An apparatus according to claim 37, wherein 
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said second detect! 
state of said se< 
with a voltage 
communication line. 





means detects the connection 
mmunicating means in accordance 
a signal line of a 
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JV communication method comprising: 
~*a first communication/ mode which performs data 
communication on a first Communication line on the 
basis of a first communication system, and a second 
mode which performs data communication on a second 
communication line on the basis of a second 
communication system different from said first 
communication system, 

wherein said cohimunication modes are switched in 
accordance with a connection state with respect to said 
first communication line for said first communication 
system. 



